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ST.  NEOTS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1954 

by 

J.  CALDWELL,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.F.P.  &  S.,  D.P.H. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1964. 

The  year  under  review  shows  no  major  change  in  the  general  health 
of  the  population  of  the  district.  The  birth  rate  shows  a  slight  increase 
over  last  year’s  figure  and  remains  above  the  average  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole.  Compared  with  1953,  the  Death  Rate  has  increased  and 
now  stands!  slightly  above  the  average  for  the  country  generally.  Infantile 
mortality  shows  a  similar  rise,  but  in  both  these  instances  the  actual  num¬ 
bers  involved  are  small,  so  that  rmdue  significance  should  not  be  attached 
to  them. 

The  most  common  cause  of  death  was  due  to  diseases  of  the  cardio¬ 
vascular  system  and  next,  in  order  of  incidence,  was  cancer.  This  is  in 
keeping  with  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  no  case  of  either  Diphtheria  or  Polio¬ 
myelitis  occurred  during  the  year.  Following  the  1953  outbreak  of  polio- 
myelitis,  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is  again  in  full  swing,  and  in 
the  twelve  months  ending  December,  1954,  193  children  were  immunised  in 
the  district.  Measures  to  control  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  appear  to 
be  adequate. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  such  an  advanced  stage  in  the  sewerage  prob¬ 
lem  of  the  town.  Contractors  are  about  to  start  on  this  project,  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  which  is  hoped  to  be  achieved  by  the  middle  of  1955.  This 
together  with  the  Council’s  policy  to  cease  night  soil  collection  when 
owners  will  convert  to  W.C.’s,  should  considerably  improve  the  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  town. 

It  would  appear  that  most  of  the  really  urgent  cases  on  the  Housing 
List  have  been  accommodated  in  new  houses,  and  the  time  is  approaching 
when  consideration  should  be  given  to  clearance  and  improvement  of  low 
grade  property  in  the  town. 

The  Water  Supply  for  the  town  is  ample  and  of  good  guality. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  thank  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  kindness  and  consideration  to  me  during  the  year,  and  to  all  officers 
for  their  never-failing  help  and  co-operation. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  CALDWELL. 
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STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

J.  CALDWKLL,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.P.P.  &  S.,  D.P.H. 
(Tel.:  Huntingdon  800,  office). 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

S.  D.  COX,  M,R.S.I.,  M-S.I.A.,  A.M.I.S.E. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  : 

P.  JACKSON,  A.R.S.I.  (Resigned  21st  March,  1954). 

J.  L.  WILLIAMS,  M.B.E.,  M.R.S.I.  (Commenced  1st  May,  1954). 

Waterworks  Engineer  : 

W.  W.  MAWBY. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  :  1,391  acres.  St.  Neots  996,  Eynesbury  395. 
ESTIMATED  POPULATION  :  Mid  1953,  5,136  ;  Mid  1954,  5,140. 
RATEABLE  VALUE  :  £30,782. 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  :  £121-11-10. 

ST.  NEOTS  : 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Shops,  etc.,  with  private  houses  attached  ... 

EYNESBURY  : 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  . 

Shops,  etc.,  with  private  houses  attached  ...  . 


1123 

73 


402 

12 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Birth-rate  per  1,000 

esti- 

Legitimate 

...  42 

40 

82 

mated  population 

. . . 

17.1 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

6 

(Ditto  for  England 

and 

— 

— 

— ■ 

Wales) 

, , 

15.2 

Total 

...  45 

43 

88 

STILLBIRTHS 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

population 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

(Ditto  for  England 

and 

Total 

• 

- 

Wales) 

23.4 

DEATHS  (ALL 

AGES) 

34 

28 

62 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

esti- 

mated  population 
(Ditto  for  England 

and 

,  12.1 

DEATHS  OP  INPANTS  UNDER  1 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Wales) 

YEAR 


11.3 


M 


P 

2 


Total 

2 

1 


12  3 

DEATH  RATES  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  34.1 

(Ditto  for  England  and  Wales)  .  25.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  24.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  160 


% 
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CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


(Registrar-Genei’al’s  List), 

List  No.  Cause 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

3  Syphilitic 

4  Diphtheria 

6  Whooping  cough 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8  Measles 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukeamia 

16  Diabetes 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20  Other  heart  disease 

21  Other  circulatory  diseases 

22  Influenza 

23  Pneumonia 

24  Bronchitis 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27  Gastritis,  enteris  and  diarahoea 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

3 1  Congenital  malformations 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-deflned  diseases 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34  All  other  accidents 

35  Suicide 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total  all  causes 


Male  Female 


1 


1 

1  — 


b  3 

3  3 

1  _ 

-  1 

2  5 

3  — 

5  4 

3  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  1 

-  1 

2  — 

-  2 

5  6 


34  28 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  following  Laboratory  facilities  have  been  available  to  this 
authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  area  : 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 
Tel.  Cambridge  55526. 

Public  Analyst  (S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  P.I.C.),  Tennison  Rd., 
Cambridge.  Tel.  Cambridge  2097. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities, 

(i)  Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambulance  Service, 
operating  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Fire  Service,  have 
been  available  on  doctor’s  orders.  Tel.  Huntingdon  348. 

(ii)  An  ambulance  stationed  at  Huntingdon  Isolation  Hospital 
has  been  available  for  cases  of  infectious  disease.  Tel.  Hunt¬ 
ingdon  59. 

(c)  Home  Nursing. 

Two  Nurse-Midwives,  living  in  St.  Neots  (Tel.  St.  Neots  215),  em¬ 
ployed  and  supervised  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council,  car¬ 
ried  out  Home  Nursing  and  attended  Maternity  Cases  in  the 
district. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services,  provided  by  the  Huntingdon 
County  Council,  were  available  : 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor  Ailments 

Schoolchildren 

1st  Thursday  in  month  Liberal 

(M.O.  present). 

Club,  St. 

Neots. 

Every  other  Thursday, 

School  Nurse  only. 

10—11.30  a.m. 

Every  Monday,  Old  Grammar 

9,30 — 10.30  a.m. 

School, 

Huntingdon. 

Infant  Welfare 

Children 

Every  Wednesday  and 

Liberal 

(0 — 5  years) 

Thursday,  2 — 4  p.m. 

Club, 

St.  Neots. 

Dental 

Pre-School 

1st  Thursday  in  month. 

Red  Cross 

and  School- 

10  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Room, 

children. 

2 — 3.30  p.m. 

High  St., 

Pre-Natal 
and  Nursing 

St.  Neots. 

Mothers. 

(li)  The  following  Health  Services  are  the  responsibility  of  the 

Regional 

Hospital  Board, 

and  are  administered  on  an  agency 

basis  by 

the  Huntingdon 

County  Council  : 

Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-School 

1st  and  3rd  Fridays 

Old  Grammar 

and  School- 

in  month.  10  a.m  — 

School, 

children. 

12  noon,  2-4  p.m. 

(By  appointment,  ex¬ 
cept  in  emergency). 

Himtingdon. 

Orthopaedic 
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Pre-School- 
and  School- 
children.. 


2nd  and  4th  Tues¬ 
days  in  month  (Sur¬ 
geons  by  appoint¬ 
ment).  10  a.m. — 12 
noon. 


Old  Grammar 
School 
Huntingdon. 


(ill)  The  following  Health  Services  are  now  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board ; 


Clinic 


Patients  seen  When  held  Where  held 


Chest 


Venereal  Diseases 


All  ages. 


All  cases 


Every  Thursday, 

10  a.m. — 12  noon. 


County 

Hospital, 

Huntingdon. 


Mondays,  3 — 7  p.m. 
Wednesdays, 
4—6.30  p.m. 


Addenbroohe’s 

Hospital, 

Cambridge. 


Males : 

Mondays,  5.30  p.m. 
Wednesdays,  5.30  p.m. 
Females  : 

Tuesdays,  10.30  a  m. 
Thursdays,  5.30  p.m. 


Out- 

Patient 

Department, 

Memorial 

Hospital, 

Peter¬ 

borough. 


Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstetrical,  Gy¬ 
naecological  and  Dental  Out-Patient  Clinics  are  held  at  Huntingdon 
County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  to  which 
General  Practitioners  can  refer  their  patients  for  specialist  investiga¬ 
tion. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

Fever. — Huntingdon  Isolation  Hospital  provided  facilities  for  the  in¬ 
vestigation  and  treatment  of  Infectious  diseases. 

General  Hospital  Services  were  provided  by  the  County  Hospital, 
Hvmtingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Maternity  Cases  were  admitted  to  Paxton  Park  Maternity  Home,  St. 
Neots.  Admissions  were  arranged  through  the  County  Medical  Officer. 


CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Total  cases 
Notified. 


Scarlet  Fever  .  ,  8 

Whooping  Cough  . .  4 

Diphtheria  . .  — 

Measles  .  .  1 

Acute  Pneumonia  . .  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . .  1 

Typhoid  Fever  . .  — 

Erysipelas  . .  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . .  — 

Infective  Hepatitis  . .  5 

Dysentry  .  .  2 


23 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

Total  number  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1954  :  20 

Pulmonary  :  10  Non-Pulmonary  :  10 

Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

0  , .  . . 

1  . .  . . 

5  . .  . . 

10  ... .  1 
15  . .  . . 

20  .  .  .  . 

25  . .  .  . 

35  .  .  .  . 

45  .  .  . . 

55  ...  . 

65  &  over 

Totals  ..1  —  1  —  —  —  —  — • 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre¬ 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  connection  with  per¬ 
sons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which 
deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis. 


Deaths. 

Non-Res.  Respiratory.  Non-Res 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  P 
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DIPHTHERIA  I.\LMUNISATION. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  children  immunised  was  as  follows; 


Age  at  Date 

of  Immunisation 

Under 

1  1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

Primary 

Immunisation 

22  34 

12 

2 

3 

19 

92 

Secondary  or 
Reinforcing 
Injection 

2 

10 

87 

2 

101 

The  following  table  gives  in  detail  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
state  within  the  District  of  children  up  to  the  age  of  15  years. 


Total 

Age  at  31.12.54  Under  1  1 — 4  5—9  10—14  Under  15 

i.e.  Born  in  Year  1954  1953-1950  1949-1945  1944-40 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

A.  1950>-1954  3  191  262  117  573 

B.  1949  or  earlier  —  —  136  235  371 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR 

1954, 

To  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Sir, 


I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  second  annual  report  showing  the 
work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the  year  1954. 

During  this  year  the  major  scheme  of  sewering  the  town  was  com^ 
menced,  this  work  entailing  the  building  of  a  new  disposal  works  and  main 
pumping  station,  and  the  diversion  of  river  outfalls  to  the  main  pumping 
station.  Very  good  progress  has  been  made  and  next  year  should  see  the 
Installation  operating. 

A  staff  change  occurred  during  the  year,  when  Mr.  F.  Jackson,  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  resigned  his  appointment  to  fulfil  an  ap¬ 
pointment  elsewhere,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  L.  J.  Williams. 

In  submitting  my  report,  may  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chaii’man 
and  Members  of  the  Council  and  Committees  for  their  support,  your¬ 
self,  other  officers  and  staff  of  the  Council  for  help,  and,  finally,  to  the 
staff'  of  my  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  hard  work. 

I  am.  Sir; 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  D.  COX, 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CHIEF 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  ETC. 


Visits  and  Inspections  Made  1954 


Public  Health  Act 

Houses  inspected  for  nuisances 
Verminous  premises 

Infectious  diseases — inquiries  and  disinfection 
Privies,  ashpits,  earth  closets 
Drainage  inspections  (old  systems) 

Re-visits  and  work  in  progress 

Tents,  vans,  sheds  atnd  moveable  dwellings 

Smoke  abatement 

Streams  and  watercourses 

Vacant  land 

Refuse  and  refuse  collections 
Visits  to  refuse  tip 
Council  house  maintenance 
Byelaws — inspection  of  new  work 
Keeping  animals 
Offensive  trades 
Water  supplies 


31 

4 

G 

27 

19 

40 

25 

10 

19 

10 

57 

37 

482 

231 

2 

3 

12 
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Housing  Acts 

Houses  inspected  •  •  35 

Re-visits,  etc.  . .  12 

Housing  applications  . .  21 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisitions  Acts — visi.ts  . .  8 

Improvement  Grants — visits  . .  19 

Factory  Act 

Factories  and  work  places  inspected  . .  31 

Outworkers’  premises  visited  . .  4 

Fire  escape  inspections  . .  1 

Shops  Act 

Shops  inspected  . .  5 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Etc. 

Bakehouses  . .  4 

General  food  shops  . .  10 

Fried  fish  shops  . .  2 

Food  preparing  premises  . .  6 

Slaughterhouses  (food  inspectiooi,  etc.)  . .  372 

Public  houses  . .  5 

Markets  . .  61 

Food  inspection  visits  (other  than  meat  inspection)  . .  19 

Restaurants  and  cafes  . .  3 

Ice  cream  premises  . .  10 

Dairies  . .  4 

Miscellaneous 

Rats  and  mice  (not  including  Rodent  Operative)  . .  15 

Interviews  generally  . .  1426 

Miscellaneous  visits  .  .  205 

Visits  under  Petroleum  Acts  . .  12 


Total  visits  and  inspections  made 


3305 


Notices  served  and  complied  with  1954 


Type  of  Notice 


Served 


Complied 

with 


Outstanding 
End  of  End  of 
1953  1954 


Public  Health  Acts  informal  5 

Public  Health  Acts  formal  — 

Housing  Acts  infoi-mal  6 

Housing  Acts  formal  — 

Factories  Act  informal  2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  informal  3 

Milk  and  Dairies  informal  — 

Petroleum  Acts  informal  • — 

Pets,  Animals  Act  informal  — 


5  4  — 

6  2  3 

2  —  — 

3  —  — 
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LICENCES  ISSUED  1954 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts 

Slaughterman’s  Licences  . .  10 

Public  Health  Acts 

Slaughterhouse  licences  . .  1 

Knackers  Yard  licences  . .  1 

Marine  store  dealers’  licences  . .  3 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954 

Slaughterhouse  licences  . .  3 

Petroleum  Acts 

Petroleum  licences  . .  23 

Carbide  of  Calcium  licences  - .  — 

Ceilulose  licences  . .  2 

Rubber  solutioai  licences  - .  3 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations 

Dealers’  licences  . .  4 

Supplementary  licences  , .  — 

Game  Act,  1931 

Game  Dealers’  licences  . .  6 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts  Registrations 

Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  . .  10 

Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  . .  2 

Pressed,  potted  preserved  meats,  etc.  . .  4 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Carcases  inspected  during  the  year  1954  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Slaughterhouse,  during  the  former  part  of  the  year  and  at  three  private 
slaughterhouses  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 


Total  number  slaughtered 

Cattle 
Inc.  cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
&  Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

and  inspected 

1227 

82 

4675 

7551 

13,536 

Diseases  other  than  tuberculosis 

1.  Whole  carcases  condemned  9  1 

2.  Parts  or  organs  condemned  188  — 

3.  Percentage  affected  16.1  1.2 


—  9 

62  180 

1.3  2.5 


Carcases  affected  with  tuberculosis 

1.  Whole  carcases  condemned  3 

2.  Parts  or  organs  condemned  77 

3.  Percentages  affected  6.5 


5 

87 

1.2 
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Otber  Foods  Condemned 

6  tins  pork  luncheon  meat 
5  tins  cooked  ham 
13i  lbs.  smoked  bacon 
39  pkts.  cheese 
110  lbs.  Irish  sausages 

4  tins  jam 
169  lbs.  cheese 

5  lbs.  dessicated  coconut 
12  tins  corned  beef 

104  tins  fruit  (various) 

64  tins  vegetables  (various) 

41  tins  evaporated  milk 
2  tins  condensed  milk 

2  tins  soup 

223  lbs.  hindquarter  beef 
4  jars  fruit  salad 
1924  lbs.  prunes 
169  lbs.  pork 
4J  lbs.  liver 
54  lbs.  sweetbreads 
1  tin  pilchards 
1  tin  meat  and  gravy 
1  tin  beef  steak 
12  tins  steak  and  vegetable 

3  tins  beef  leaf 

3  tins  jellied  veal 

4  tins  pork 

1  bottle  rennett 
3  tins  cooked  meat 
1  tin  pickle 
1  jar  chicken  spread 

Food  Premises  No. 

General  .Stores  . .  31 

Fishmongers  . .  2 

Dairies  . .  4 

Butchers  . .  10 

Bakeries  , .  8 

Hotels  . .  6 

Cafes  . .  5 

Mobile  Pish  Frier  Establishment  1 
Fish  Frierfj  , .  3 

Public  Houses  . .  31 

Greengrocers  . .  8 

Confectionery  . .  17 

Ice  cream  Premises  . .  12 

Pie  Manufacturers  . .  2 

Maltsters  . .  1 


II 


Housing  Acts,  etc. 

Improvement  grants 

Applications  . .  8 

Grants  macJe  . ,  7 

Small  Dwellings  loans 

Applications  . .  6 

Loans  made  . .  5 

Factories  In  Register 

With  mechanical  power  . .  67 

Without  mechanical  power  . .  12 

Fire  Escape  certificates  . .  Nil 


Market  Stalls 

Dui’ing  this  year  2,828  stalls  were  occupied,  this  figure  being  a  decrease 
from  last  year  by  467,  and  slightly  below  the  average  for  the  last  eight 
years  (2,858). 

New  Buildings 

During  the  year  57  plans  were  deposited  for  new  work,  none  rejected 
under  the  Building  Byelaws.  Supervision  and  inspection  involved  231  visits. 

During  the  year,  8  private  houses  were  built  and  7  still  under  construc¬ 
tion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

New  Council  Houses 

The  following  indicates  progress  through  the  year  ; — 

Under  construction  at  the  end  of  1953  : 

2  bedroomed  houses  22 

3  bedroomed  houses  28 

Houses  completed  during  1954  : 

2  bedroomed  houses  9 

3  bedroomed  houses  31 

Houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1954  ; 

2  bedroomed  houses  16 

3  bedi'oomed  houses  20 

a  start  having  been  made  at  the  new  site  at  the  end  of  Ferrers  Avenue. 
Sewerage 

Throughout  the  year  excellent  progress  was  made  with  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  new  treatment  works,  main  pumping  station,  sewers  and  rising 
main.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  practical  completion  of  the  scheme  was 
in  sight,  although  delay  was  anticipated  with  the  supply  of  pumps  and 
motors  at  the  new  main  station,  and  greater  delay  with  the  delivery  of  the 
automatic  control  panels. 

During  August  and  September,  there  was  an  unfortrmate  experience 
with  the  Leys  Road  compressor  and  ejectors  removing  sewage  from  the 
Huntingdon  Road  Estates.  Due  to  misuse  of  the  drains,  in  that  certain 
tenants  had  permitted  objects  to  pass  into  the  system,  the  refiux  valves  on 
the  delivery  side  of  the  ejectors  had  become  seriously  blocked,  and  when 
cleared  became  blocked  on  two  subsequent  occasions.  Meanwhile,  some 
30,000-40,000  gallons  of  sewage  per  day  had  to  be  removed  by  tanker  until 
a  by-pass  into  the  rising  main,  using  a  mobile  pomp,  could  be  arranged. 
Eventually  the  trouble  was'  remedied,  but  had  cost  nearly  £200. 
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Refuse 

The  land  of  a  former  refuse  tip,  purchased  towards  the  end  of  last 
year,  was  opened  for  retipping  this  year. 

The  tipping  at  these  old  clay  pits  in  Howitts  Lane,  has  so  far  proved 
successful  and  most  certainly  hasi  saved  considerable  time  in  journeys  to 
the  tip  over  the  tip  used  previously  at  Lt.  Paxton. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  minor  trouble  was  experienced  in  getting 
away  the  surface  water.  Next  year  an  effort  will  be  made  to  clean  and 
open  up  an  old  overgrown  ditch,  which  should  give  good’drainage  to  Hen 
Brook,  according  to  the  levels  taken. 

Public  Conveniences  • 

Dm-ing  June  this  year,  I  submitted  plans  to  the  Council  for  the  re¬ 
building  of  the  public  conveniences  at  South  Street,  the  present  arrange¬ 
ments  during  summer  months,  with  the  flow  of  tourist  traffic,  being  quite 
Inadequate. 

The  plans  were  approved,  but  having  regard  to  the  Government’s  wish 
to  limit  spending,  the  project  was  not  continued. 

Night  Soil 

The  Council,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  new  sewerage  scheme  was  near¬ 
ing  completion,  gave  notice  to  all  property  owners  at  present  on  night  soil, 
that  it  is  intended  to  cease  the  night  soil  collection  service  in  the  middle 
of  1956.  At  the  time  of  making  this  statement  there  were  313  properties 
making  use  of  the  service. 

Salvage 

Throughout  the  year  10  tons  2  cwts.  of  waste  paper  were  collected, 
baled  and  despatched  to  the  Mills.  However,  the  price  paid  for  this  sal¬ 
vage  is  by  no  means  covering  the  collection  and  labour  costs  involved. 

Scavenging — Roads 

The  regular  scavenging,  gulley  cleansing,  gritting  and  snow  clearing 
was  carried  out  as  necessary  during  t.he  year. 

At  one  period,  difficulty  was  experienced  with  obtaining  sufficient  and 
suitable  labour  for  this  work. 


Meat  Inspection 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  at  the  end  of  June  tlris  year  the  Ministry 
of  Food  ceased  to  control  the  abattoir  in  use  in  the  tov/n.  Several  applica¬ 
tions  were  made  for  the  renewal  of  licences  for  private  slaughtering,  but  in 
their  present  state  were  not  recommended.  Three  slaughterhouses 
were  brought  to  the  required  standards  and  licenced  accordingly. 

Immediately  the  rate  of  slaughtering  increased  and,  of  course,  the 
amount  of  inspection.  This  increase  for  the  latter  six  months  of  the  year 
was  58.5  %  over  that  killed  and  inspected  during  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year,  and  there  is  every  indication  that,  it  will  continue.  This  increase  was 
due  chiefly  to  one  firm  providng  meat  and  offals  for  a  large  area  outside 
the  Urban  District,  and  has  necessitated  your  inspectors  working  overtime 
and  at  weekends,  to  achieve  the  usual  100%  meat  inspection  service. 

S.  D.  COX, 


Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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